LEONARDO DA VINCI
enemy, the largest armies may give way before them,
and then the infantry may follow securedly and without
any opposition.
7. If necessary, I can make bombs, mortarpieces, and
light field guns, beautiful and practical as to shape and
not at all known in general use
8.  Where bombs cannot be used, I am able to con-
struct engines throwing stones; slings, battering rams,
and other instruments of marvelous effect and ex-
traordinary kind; in one word, I can construct various
weapons of offense as necessity demands.
9. And if required, I know of many instruments for
use on sea, well adapted for offensive and defensive
warfare, and I know ships able to resist the largest
bombs, and which can also create dust and smoke.
10.  I believe I may say that in times of peace I may
vie with any one in architecture, in the erection of public
as well as private buildings, and also in making aque-
ducts from one place to another.
In works of marble, bronze, and terra cotta, as well
as in painting, I shall do whatever can be done by any
one whosoever he may be. I shall yet be able to work
at the bronze horse, which will be an immortal glory
and everlasting monument to the blessed memory of
His Lordship, your father, and of the celebrated hotise
of Sforza.
And if any of the aforesaid things appear impossible
and impracticable to any one, I am ready and most
willing to make the experiment in your park or in any
other place agreeable to Your Excellency, to whom I
recommend myself with the utmost devotion.1
1 Rosenberg, Adolf; Leonardo da Find, pp. 42-44.
77